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OLD TULLIMBAR:
A nother darkey of rather a different type from  Dr. Ellis (see May 
Bulletin— E d .)  was “Tullim bar,” a strange old character. He used to come 
across to my place every Saturday for flour, sugar, and ‘'bacca” ; if he 
didn’t get the latter, his language was, to pu t it mildly, sulphurous.
He had been a great warrior in his day, and his bald black head was 
covered with scars received in Nulla Nulla fights.
He was a bit of a gay Lothario. On one occasion he stole a gin belong­
ing to the Bong Bong tribe and was followed by a form er lover of the 
dark  beauty. Tullim bar got a glimpse of the Bong Bong black one evening 
and knew he was out for revenge. W hen he camped for the night, he roiled 
a log near his little fire, covered it with his blanket and hid behind a big 
tree close by. A fter a time his enemy sneaked up, and when he got within 
striking distance, made a bound and drove his spear into the log; before 
he could withdraw it Tullim bar sprang out and drove his spear through 
him, killing him instantly. Being in very thick scrub the body was not found 
for a long time, so Tullim bar escaped the vengeance of the other tribe.
H e lived to a great age, but went blind in his old age; the other blacks 
used to drive a stake into the middle of his hut and tie him  to it at night, 
to  prevent him  roaming away. Sometimes he would get loose and come 
out, and 1 have heard him  howling like a dingo when he got cold and 
couldn’t find the camp fire. One night he got loose and rolled into the fire 
and was so badly burnt that he died next day.
An aboriginal funeral is a queer affair. They always shift their camp 
directly a mem ber of the tribe dies; the body is then rolled in a sheet of 
bark and carried to the burial place. It takes them hours to go a short dis­
tance, as they go forward, then back, then zig-zag, and turn round and 
round repeatedly; their idea is to puzzle the ghost and prevent it coming 
back to  camp..
Years later a heavy flood carried away a large portion of the river bank 
and disclosed the bones of the departed Tullim bar, but I never heard of 
his “spook” revisiting any of the old camping grounds.
[From  “Reminiscences of an A ustralian Pioneer,” by M ajor E. H. 
Weston of Albion Park; printed by permission of his grandson M r. B. E. 
Weston (M ember)]. _________
CONDUCT TO THE PREJUDiCE OF GOOD ORDER 
AND PRESBYTERIAN DISCIPLINE:
The adjourned hearing of the charge against William Rowles, for dis­
turbing the congregation in the Presbyterian Church in town, on Thursday 
evening last week, took place on Tuesday, before Messrs. T urner and 
Biggar, J .P .’s, when the Rev. J. A. Stuart gave evidence. The rev. gentle­
m an deposed to the effect that defendant sang very loudly and out of tune 
whilst singing was being conducted. In  the course of prayer being engaged 
in, defendant also m ade audible remarks, such as “H ear, hear,” and “That 
will stand good against the world.” Those rem arks were not uttered con­
temptuously, but apparently in a fit of religious fervency. M r. R ichard 
Hawkins also gave evidence to the same effect, as did also M r. John R ich­
ardson and M r. Thomas Osborne on the previous day. A fter hearing the 
whole of the evidence, their W orships dismissed the case.
— Illaw arra M ercury, 30 June 1876.
